I SAW CONSERVATION GROW
By Ha_r_ry Kozel

Since the days of the white-pine log drives down the Manitowlsh RMver, through
the cuteout and get out era, and that perlod during the early twentiss when thou-
sands of acres of Tron Co. burned over, conaervat‘:_l.onAas wo know it today has come
a long way. Let's quote save of* the '—'Olbimera“;

¥att Plunkett, Manitowlsh

Matt has been in and around Iron County aince 1691. ‘His first job was with )
the Chippewa Lumber and Boom Company on a steamboat that plied the Manitowlish
Chain of Lakes, tmd.ng the white-pine logs to the dam for their rida dovm the
river. Matt says, "’ﬂxt.ra is jJust one thing wrong with consarvation, it shnuld
have been started 100 years ago. Hors timber burned than was ever cut.' He
recells one fire In the vioinity of their old farm that wae fought for three
wesks to save the buildings. The Powell Mmésh burned. often and oh aceasion the
peat burned through.the wintorse The deer, Mati reports, "wers very scarce in the
nineties for there wasn‘t much for them o eat in the big tinbers® Second only
to fire eontrol,' datt belleves is the tre\e planting pi'ogram and is sorry the CCC
and WPA ﬁid not devote mors time toward that énd. ,‘

U, Fo Brant, Morcer

Mr. Brandt was here when Mercer's first electlon was. held in 1909 = "Things
wore rugged in those -days; 20l votes were _cnaf. iﬂ'the eieqtion, almost twice as
many as the mumber of residents." He says the first conservation efforts were to

"improve fishing. In about 1910, Mr. Sheblock, 4 summer resident on Long Lake,
applied for federal fish for planting, When these fish were received, Fred

Vaughn plantsd fhem in Long Lake, but it turned out they wers Northern pike
ingtead of walleyed pike, ae supposed, for in .a few years t.hey were being. eanght
and slcwly spread throughout. the entire Turtle Ghain of Lakes. 'mrough the efforts
of the Jerame I‘ishing and Hunting Club, a planting of crappies was made in Trude
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Late in 1915." Whether the introduction of those two new species was a wise
oongervation move is being questioned today.

Forest Tires were a steady diet for Yercerites between the years 1910 and
1928, when an organigzed fire control system began to take affect under the super-
vision of Forast Ranger V, A. HMoon. The spring of 1925 ‘wasg very dryland by the‘
first of May the mature stands of balsam which coversd the area north of Mercer
were really in fine shape to burn. Early in May that day cane. With a high
wost wind to usher 1t in, the fire lof a partir burning brush on Rics Lake, took
off, scross Echo Lake, almost a quarter of mils wide at this point, 'aql wasg en-
dangering the buildings on the north edge of towne Every able-bodied permn
turned ont to fight fire. Flames were exbtingulshed on ﬁhe i‘cof of the Krausc
buildings and the fire swept on, and according to Leanarﬁ SBcheely, the fire
Jumped Oxbow Lake. The fire fighters were helpless to prevent the barm on the
Dan Shea farm from going wp in flames, although they managed to save the fmﬁe
after Laonard and Guy Wing had taken Mrs, Shea and her murse out of the fire
area by boat, up the river, By that time ths river was the only means of escape.
The fire finally slowed down in the wet swamps east of Spider Lake and was stopped,
after burning approximately 4,000 acres,

Charles Harpsr, Morser '

One of the oldest "Oldtimers” in Mercer is Churlie Harpar, who was here before

the white pire was all oub in 189k, when Willimna. and Libby had a saw mill near
Ha.nne'm&n'é Store. He omed an extra 1arge tamﬁ_ of oxen and logged for the Scof.t -
and Hows Lumber C@w. Charlic wag on the only Fall log drive I have ever heard
of - from Fisher Lake to Echo Lalw. Because the erew all carried rifles and
hunted deer all the way down, it .be'came known as the Winchester drive. He agrees
with'the‘rest of the oldtimers' that deer were scarce L0 to 50 years age-and I'm

. sure he remembers one of those seasons, for in 1908, a hunter from ?&ilwgukee
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ghot him for a buck. He pays, "lynx, bob=cat, timber wolves, fishar, marten
and mink were plentiful, but no beaver", You should hear some of his tales of
his trap lines and hunting ﬁri_pe. | |

Al Seifert, Springstead

3 Seifert, and his two sons, Evert, on the Turtle ¥lowage, and Trvin on
French Lake, have been ardent conservationists since their arrival in the
country in the yeaf 1910, Being in the resort businass, they watched the
trend in congervation grow from the early fish fry 'plantinga which were shipped
by traln, in 1918, through the reforestration efforta of the CCC in 1933, to
the growth of the forest protection division of the present date. FDvert says,
"The whale country burnsd over in 19201921, They fought fire for 3 weeoks to
save the buildings in the community and a train waited at Pm;ell in case the
people had to be evacuatéd. Their only tools weré shovels and wet gunny sacks,
and they thoughl'everthing would be under control when Ranger V. A. Moon drove
out in his Modsl "T" and gave them back-packepunps to use on the fircse

AL has an interesting comparison om the roads they used o have. lla left
Woukegan, Illinois, on May 12, 1916 with a car and arrived at the Pripps resi-
dence on French Lale, 2% days and 3 bridges later. A lack of hi~way markers
wag a great pi-pblem. At Tigerton Mr. Seifaert was directed to Pholx, to keecp
loft for 27 milesj af'ter driving 57 miles, he found himgelf 6 ﬁiles west of
Tigertono | | ‘

The market h\mters wore the mai.n congern of Frank Russel, of Park ¥alls,
the first game warden the Seiferts met.

Leo Shoenabeck

Lao Shoenabeck arrived just in time to witness the last big white pine
_drive down. the Flambeau Iiiver in 1905. He louped the white pine off his homestead,
floated it down river to Park Falls and sold it for $12.00 per thousand, leo

learned abont forest fires the hard way, for he was burned out while working
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at Park Falls in 1910, jJust after huilding a new log houses To save time he
bought lumber from the smwmill town of Mmerson and raftéd it dowmn rivei' to the
homestead. After Heing stafted logging the hardwood. and hamlock in 1912, fire
was 3 constant threat, as people burned the slaaﬁed areas after cutbing, the
ldea being to sell the land to settlers for farming, "Nobady gave a damn when
it burned”; Leo says. That land could be coversd with forests nowy if there

" had been no fires, and someone could be cutting pulp on those bare hills.
Heino Hamula, Van Buskirk

Heino can tell us both sides of the s tory on timbers Sines 1913 he helped
cut a lot of the original stand of timber and in 1935 he started towrk for Iron
County on the Toregtry Committee. He astimates that 5’%_million‘trees have been
replanted in Iron County during the last 16 years. Another wortlmhile pro;}eét
has been the replacing of 1,650 old woodan survey‘ corners with permanent brags-
cappad iron pipe. "Public opinion in the early days", says Helno, '“wan not in
opposition to the suppression of forest fires, but aevaryong felt that 1% was a
hopaless, impc;saible task, aspecially in the slash arsa an! all anyone could
do was save the buildings by backfiring and letting the fire go on its way."

. Ascording to the qld files of the Iron County News there wore only 162
desr, averaging 160 1bs., reported killed in 19213 in 1922, only 136 were
reported Idlled, The reporter of that date felt this flgwre did not include
the total kill, and thought the mumber killed could probably reach as high as
200. This certainly agrees with all the "oldtimers™ statements that although
deer were scarce, they ware mach larger in the old days. One of the articles
went t:;n to étata that with a restric_ted season every two years, they would

pi-obably_'ber dvle to hunt deer in Iron County for quité a faw years to coma.
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I couldn't holp wondering if the writer was still with us during the 1949 and 1950
hinting seasonse | _

"The large serlous forest fires of th§ early ltwer‘ztias were beginning to worryr
the peaple and considerable ‘interest was being .shOvm in the newspapers at that
time. HMrticles were notad in most of the spfing -ﬁnd fall issues on the nesd for
forest flre prevention and the need for replanting of the Aasrge burned over and
barrsn areas. By 1926 averyone sesmed to agree on the urpent need for‘organizeci
fire contrél. |

Two oasualt.iea of the logping and fire days were the towms of. Emerson, in
the Springstead area, and the town of Dupwell on the south side of Papooge Lake
in Vilas Goun'b}. Emerson died a natural death with the end of the white pineas
lost its post affice in 1916, and glowly faded out of exwistences The end of
Buwell came sbruptly one day in May, 1917, when a fire that had besn smoldering
north of town fér several days was brought roaring through town by a high north-
west wind, The only buildings left were Tomy Machyniak's home and csabin on a
hill werlookiné the tome These were saved o;;r persoﬁs staying on the Poufs and
sprinkling them with water. Quite a town in its time, Busswell had 300 to LOD
residents in its heyday,.

The_ 0ld records show that Wisconsin was nmalcing an effort to protect its
publiecally owned land way back in 191l Fire towers had been built at Rest Lake,
Boulder and Lake Toushawk, and the Indisns had a fire tower in Lac du Flamboau
at this early dates lenry Fruend, Pota Christensen snd Pe As MeDonald wers

some of those early ngarso




